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Welcome to a new year of Faith Formation at the Parish of Saints Joachim and Anne! We are so 

excited to serve you and your family in the coming year. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if there is anything you need! 
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Welcome!   
 

Dear Families, 
 

First of all, welcome! We are thrilled that after a summer of preparation and planning, the Faith 
Formation year has begun! We are very excited about the year ahead - our prayer is for a fruitful year 
in the classroom, but also in your homes - that together you may grow as a family in your love and 
knowledge of the Lord. 
 

Our theme this year is Made in the Image of God. We chose this theme due to the 50 year anniversary of 
Pope Paul VI’s Humanae Vitae, a papal encyclical on the gift of life and birth, sent out on July 25, 1968. 
(Fun fact: Pope Paul VI is on his way to becoming a canonized Saint!) This year, we plan to focus on this 
theme, that we were all made in God’s image, from Kindergarten through our Adult Faith Formation 
opportunities. We will continually share that each of us were made and created by God, our Father who 
intimately knows and loves us! And to know this as Genesis 1:27-28 says,  
 

God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
God blessed them and God said to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that crawl on the earth. 
 

is quite the gift! We’re excited to talk about this throughout the year. We are especially thankful for one of 
our students, Mackenzie R., who designed our amazing logo this year. Thank you so much, Mackenzie, for 
using your talent for God’s glory!  
 

Our one big change this year is moving from two sessions to one - from 6-7:15 p.m. at SACS (2700 17th 
Ave East, Shakopee). We are excited to have all of our students in the building at one time, learning and 
growing in our faith! 
 

A couple of highlights for the year ahead: 
● Made for More Event - November 29 at St. Hubert (middle school and up) 
● Two awesome nights for the Family! 

○ December 12 - Class and Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (parents asked to attend!) 
○ March 13 - Special Celebrity Guest Speaker 

● Confesstivals - we will offer two Confesstivals, or all day Confession services again this year at the 
Church of St. Mark, in both Advent (December 1) and Lent (April 12). Join us with your entire 
family!  

● FREE Family Meals - we will offer these again this year nearly once a month, before class from 
5-5:50pm. Some of the ministries in our parish will be hosting these meals, which are a great 
opportunity for all of us to gather and get to know each other. 

 

Parents, know that we have monthly opportunities for you to grow in your faith while your child is in 
class. See the calendar for further details! 
 

As always, please let us know if you have ideas or suggestions for improving our program. We are always 
looking for feedback! Thank you for your commitment to passing on the Catholic faith to your children. 
May we, like Saints Joachim and Anne, raise holy families who say “yes” to God our Creator and follow 
Him with our whole selves! 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us! 
 

The Faith Formation Team:  
Father Erik Lundgren     Father Paul Haverstock     Cathy Wideman (Director)  

Kathleen Dierberger (K-7)     Mary Clare Melero (Confirmation)     Tari Millard (Administration) 
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Faith Formation Information 
 

 
Classes are offered from 6-7:15 p.m. on Wednesdays at Shakopee Area Catholic School (SACS - 2700 17th 

Avenue East, Shakopee). Please be on time. Our class time is precious and goes by so quickly! 
 

Pick up and drop off: 
➔ Grades K-5 children meet in the cafeteria for the first part of class each week. 
➔ Grades K-3 children must be dropped off in the cafeteria and picked up in their classroom by a 

parent, unless Kathleen Dierberger or their catechist is otherwise informed with a handwritten, 
signed note. Older siblings may pick up their younger sibling(s), but again, please sign a note for their 
catechist. 

➔ Grades 6-8 youth will meet in the gym at the beginning of class. Parents do not need to walk them 
in. 

➔ Please be VERY cautious as you drive to pick up your children in the parking lot. There are 
lots of little ones around! 

 
Missing Class: 
We know your family schedules are very, very busy, but we love to teach the faith to your children, so 
please make it a priority to be here. We understand that there may be times when they are unable to 
make it to class. If that is the case, please look at the instructions below: 
 

➔ If you know your child(ren) is unable to make it to class, please let one of our Faith Formation staff 
members know beforehand by calling the Parish Office at 952-445-1319 or using the general Faith 
Formation email at faithformation@ssjacs.org. 

◆ When you call or email us, please give us the following information so we can record it 
properly: 

● Child’s first and last name 
● Child’s grade 
● Reason for absence 

 
Communication: 
Our main form of communication with our families, especially in the sacrament years, is through email so 
please be sure to check and read your email. From time to time we will send information home from the 
classroom with your child(ren) regarding upcoming events, and what we talked about in Faith Formation 
that day.  
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Severe Weather: 
In the event of severe weather, Faith Formation classes and/or events will be canceled by the Faith 
Formation team. You will be notified of this through email. If Shakopee Public Schools close early due to 
severe weather, our classes or events will be canceled as well. You also have the option of signing up for 
texts through a free service called Remind regarding Faith Formation news. This will be the quickest way 
to be notified regarding class or event cancellation.  
 

➔ Sign up to receive Remind text messages for groups you’re interested in by texting the message 
below to the number 81010. 

◆ K-8 Faith Formation classes: @sjak8ff 
◆ Confirmation: @sjaconfirm 
◆ Youth Ministry: @sjaym 
◆ Adult Faith Formation: @sjaadultff 

 

Expected Behavior: 
Because of the limited amount of time your children spend each week in Faith Formation classes, it is 
important that expectations for behavior are outlined and consequences are enforced. One child’s 
behavior should never disrupt the ability of another child to learn. If it does, the inappropriate behavior 
must be addressed. 
 

Parents should review the following expectations for behavior with their children BEFORE attending 
Faith Formation classes. Volunteer catechists will review these behavior expectations on the first day of 
class and each K-8 student will sign a Behavior Contract during this time, which is found on the 
following page. Your child will sign this during his/her first Faith Formation class. 
 

Discipline for Inappropriate Behavior: 
➔ First intervention - Behavior is addressed directly with the child by the catechist.  
➔ Second intervention - The Faith Formation Coordinator will meet with the child to agree on a 

plan for improved behavior.  
➔ Third intervention - Child calls home, talks to parents and then parents pick up the child after 

meeting with the Faith Formation Coordinator. 
➔ Fourth intervention - Parents and child will meet with the Faith Formation Coordinator to 

discuss a plan regarding the remainder of the program. 
 

Behavior Contract 2018-2019 
As a student in the Parish of Saints Joachim and Anne Faith Formation Program, I promise to uphold the 
following expectations for my behavior while I participate in this program: 

1. I will show respect to my classmates, catechists, hall monitors, directors, priests, speakers, and 
guests.  

2. I will show respect for the building and churches I am in during Faith Formation, especially in the 
classroom where I learn and the sacred spaces where I pray. 

3. I will listen respectfully when others are talking, and I can expect the same consideration from 
others when I am talking. 

4. I will act appropriately during prayer, penance services and retreats. I will always behave 
appropriately in our sacred spaces.  

5. I will refrain from bringing and/or using any electronic equipment, such as iPods, cell phones, 
tablets, etc. during class, presentations, speakers, prayer, and/or meetings. I understand that if I 
do, the equipment will be taken from me and it will be returned to a parent.  

6. If a problem arises for me within my class, I will address it with my teacher or staff member.  
7. I will make a special effort to get involved in my class and any special events offered to me 

(speakers, retreats, service projects) in which I participate. 
(continued on following page) 
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8. I REALIZE THAT MY PARENTS WILL BE CONTACTED IF ANY OF THE ABOVE GUIDELINES ARE 

NOT FOLLOWED! 
Parents, in registering your child for the Faith Formation program, you have agreed on behalf of yourself 

and your child to this Behavior Contract, to encourage the above positive behavior in your child, and to work 
with volunteer teachers and Faith Formation Team should any problems arise. 

 
Protecting God’s Children Curriculum (PCYI): 
All students in Grades K-8 will be participating in one full session (one class a year) of the Archdiocesan 
Protecting God’s Children Initiative Program, as is mandated by our Archdiocese. It is our job to protect 
the children charged to our care and to talk with them about the ways they can protect themselves and 
others. If you have questions about the curriculum or anything else, contact your child’s Faith Formation 
Coordinator.  
 
Please note: we fill out two reports for the Archdiocese each year on PCYI and Virtus. In these reports, we 
have to share with them how many students are in each grade and how many of these students attended 
the PCYI class. They ask us to follow up with the students who were absent the previous week, to do a 
safety lesson with them in person the following week. So, if you would prefer your child not participate in 
these sessions, please email us for an opt-out form, otherwise your child will go through this program 
with Faith Formation staff the following week after our regular PCYI session. 
 
Grades K, 1, and 3-8 will complete this in the fall on November 28. At that time, 2nd grade and First 
Sacraments students will be working hard on their First Reconciliation preparation, and will wait to 
complete this class in the winter on January 9. 
 
Adult Faith Formation Opportunities: 
Parents, take time to grow in your faith in the year ahead. 
 
We offer several other Adult Faith Formation opportunities here at our parish, including: 

● Happy Hour - Young Adult Group, contact: happyhour@ssjacs.org 
● Bible Studies - we offer a Bible study on Sunday evenings. Contact Jim Palmersheim at 

952-452-1084.  
● W.I.N.E. (Women in the New Evangelization) - a women’s group that plans and attends events 

and retreats to grow in our faith together as women. Contact Cathy Wideman at 952-445-1319 or 
cwideman@ssjacs.org.  

● Council of Catholic Women (CCW) - Contact Vicki Kubes at 612-845-6160 or 
Vicki_Kubes@hotmail.com. 

● Catholic Watchmen - a men’s adult group with events for men in 
our parish to grow in Christ. Contact Joe Schiller at 952-445-7207. 

 
Want to Get Involved? 
We are always looking for volunteers! Contact the Parish Office at 
952-445-1319 if you are looking to get involved in our Parish or the Faith 
Formation program here at Saints Joachim and Anne! We couldn’t do what 
we do without the generosity of our volunteers! 

 
              Artwork by student, Mackenzie R. 
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Lord, help us to follow You!  
 

Here are some simple, practical ideas for you AND your family to grow in your faith in the year ahead, 
outside of the Faith Formation classroom! If you have any questions or are looking for something specific, 

contact our team and we’d be happy to direct you! 
 

“For prayer is nothing else than being on terms of friendship with God.” 
-Saint Teresa of Avila 

 
➔ Each week, pray the Rosary or the Divine Mercy Chaplet as a family together. 
➔ Learn about a new Saint every week as a family. 
➔ Go to the Perpetual Adoration chapel at St. Mary’s and pray in front of the Blessed Sacrament. 
➔ Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a family. Confession times can be found on our website 

at ssjacs.org and in the bulletin. 
➔ Read and reflect on the Mass readings for Sundays or Daily Mass. Take time with them and take 

one word or phrase close to your heart for the rest of the day. Mass readings can be found online 
at www.usccb.org through the Bible link.  

➔ Eat dinner together as a family around the table with no electronics, and include an extended 
prayer as a part of meal prayer before eating. 

➔ Go to daily Mass (schedule can be found online at ssjacs.org and in the bulletin) and be sure to go 
to Mass every weekend as a family. 

➔ Visit the Cathedral of St. Paul or the Basilica of St. Mary in St. Paul and Minneapolis, and plan 
your trip around Mass and Confession.  

➔ Read the Bible as a family once a week, or even more frequently. The Gospels are a great place to 
start! 

➔ Dedicate the first and last 5-10 minutes of your day to prayer, and perhaps one of these times 
can be spent as an entire family. 

➔ Parents: 
◆ Learn about the faith through Catholic podcasts such as The Catholic Sip, Catholic Stuff You 

Should Know, and Catholic Answers. 
◆ Start your day with a Catholic email from Word on Fire, 

Blessed is She (women only), or Franciscan Media. 
◆ Add a Catholic app to your phone:  

● Laudate 
● iBreviary 
● iPieta 
● iRosary or Mary App 
● Mass Times 
● Fulton Sheen Audio Library 

◆ Join one of our Bible Studies or attend a Adult Faith 
Formation session! 

◆ Join Formed.org! Our parish has a subscription to this 
website, which has wonderful resources for all ages. Access 
code JYYDHJ 

 
“The family is, so to speak, the domestic church. In it parents should, by their word and example, be the first 

preachers of the faith to their children.” 
-Lumen Gentium (Pope Paul VI) 
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